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1) There are many other tools and resources that were shared on the call including references to connections with your BIP initiatives, MFP, Medicaid and 211 partners.  If you have information or resources to share, please include them in your email.

Massachusetts MFP Transition Coordination Contracts

1915(c), 1915(b), and MFP  
Massachusetts is currently leveraging several federal initiatives, authorities, and programs to engage Aging and Disability Resource Consortia and the core partners within these Consortia to align reform activities, federal resources and coordination efforts.  Almost a year ago, Massachusetts contracted with ADRC partners to serve as the front door for the Money Follows the Person Demonstration grant.  Specifically, ADRC partners will serve as the transition coordination entities under contract to MassHealth to provide outreach, options counseling, development of transition plans, coordination of transitions, and provision of MFP transitional assistance services to support MFP qualified individuals in their efforts to leave nursing facilities or long-stay hospitals and return to the community.  

In Massachusetts, ADRC partners are very well versed in supporting individuals to access several of the HCBS waivers currently operating.  The MFP Transition Coordination contracts mentioned above will further expand the ADRC partners’ (Transition Coordination contractors) expertise in counseling transitioning individuals about services available through the range of HCBS waivers in Massachusetts, as well as in the assistance and supports available through the MFP Demonstration and the Medicaid State Plan.   For example, the MFP Demonstration allows states to provide assistance with locating housing options.  Housing search assistance will be available exclusively through the Transition Coordination contractors, putting these ADRC partners in a position to manage this critical element, and others, within their set of no-wrong-door responsibilities.  Massachusetts is leveraging multiple existing HCBS waivers to provide post-transition long term services and supports (LTSS) in the community to MFP participants.  As Transition Coordination contractors, ADRC partners will assist these individuals to access state plan services, and/or to understand and access HCBS waivers appropriate for their needs and will connect and collaborate with waiver case managers who will support the individual once in a waiver.  The Transition Coordinator will be the single point of initial information, options counseling, transition support and coordination of concrete transition services that will help individuals establish stable living conditions in their home environment.  
Massachusetts has recently implemented concurrent 1915(b)(c) waivers specifically for MFP participants and has trained the Transition Coordination contractors around use of these waivers.  These 1915(b)(c) waivers will provide a wide-range of LTSS and will mandatorily enroll MFP participants who want to utilize the 1915(c) MFP waiver services, with a managed behavioral health vendor through which all their behavioral health services will be delivered.  In another arena, the state believes that core ADRC partners can be key players in promoting and developing expanded community residential opportunities that meet the MFP qualified residence requirements.  As the linchpins in the transition of institutionalized individuals from facility to community based care, the Transition Coordination contractors are in a critical position to facilitate community placement, expansion of LTSS system capacity and coordination/collaboration among the essential service system components and players. 
Massachusetts has long mastered the training of ADRCs in a solid options counseling curriculum to serve a broad-based population.  The Commonwealth is now moving to a depth of functioning that will truly support Medicaid eligible, and MFP qualified, individuals with services and supports that will help them maintain community living. 
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