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Question:  MA's work to build connections to behavioral health and I/DD—are there any policy or background documents for this work?

Background on building connections between ADRCs and behavioral health

The eleven Massachusetts ADRCs continue to focus on expanding partnerships and relationships with behavioral health providers, intellectual disability and developmental Disability organizations and providers. These three initiatives are included in the current Part A grant ADRCs contracts to incentivize the ADRCs to broaden collaboration with organizations that enhance the No Wrong Door and Community First model. 

The examples below also illustrate the ADRCs efforts to include various community organizations and mutually pursue a robust partnership with targeted community agencies and organizations.  

Behavioral Health:

Berkshire ADRC
As a member of the Berkshire Suicide Prevention Coalition, the Berkshire ADRC advocated for the inclusion of seniors in this year’s conference for LGBT consumers. The conference will now include a mental health workshop for both LGBT youth and seniors.
Berkshire ADRC has recently submitted a grant proposal in collaboration with the Suicide Prevention Coalition and the regional NAMI chapter aimed at developing a program to diminish the stigma associated with mental illness.
  
MetroWest ADRC
The MetroWest Foundation, Bay Path Elder Services-a member of the MetroWest ADRC  and the United Way of Tri-County Massachusetts, collaborated together to fill a void  developed following  the closure of the Samaritan office in the MetroWest region. These three partners formed “Call2Talk,” a confidential mental health line that provides assistance to individuals and families in crisis.

MetroWest ADRC is also collaborating with the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH), Advocates Inc. (a Massachusetts Department of Mental Health local provider) to develop an anxiety-screening tool for health care providers to use with their consumers. 

ADRC of Cape Cod and the Islands
As a member of the Barnstable County Human Resource Task force the ADRC of Cape Cod and the Islands played an integral role in the development of the newly established Behavioral Health Website and Service Directory. Elder Services of Cape Cod and the Islands (a member of the ADRC),  have assigned two staff people dedicated to the team that will monitor and maintain the site - http://barnstable.ma.networkofcare.org/mh/

Metro Boston ADRC
Cambridge-Somerville Elder Services, a member of the Metro Boston ADRC meets regularly with various organizations promoting behavioral health.  On a monthly basis, the Metro Boston ADRC meets with the following behavioral health organizations:  
Cambridge and Somerville Aging and Mental Health,  Elder Mental Health Collaborative, Statewide Mental Health and Aging Coalition, Cambridge Hoarding Taskforce, Massachusetts Partnership on Substance Use in Older Adults.  Together with Cambridge Citywide Senior Center, Cambridge Commission for Persons with Disabilities, Cambridge Homes, and NAMI of  Greater Boston; Somerville -Cambridge Elder Services recently hosted “Recovery is Real: Stories of Mental Health Recovery, Resilience, and Hope.”

Metro Boston ADRC member Minuteman Senior Services recently sponsored a Regional Forum on Hoarding in the Minuteman region.  Participants included Councils on Aging, local Fire and Police Department, Board of Health, Housing Authorities, Veterans Services Officers, and Outreach Social Workers.  The forum was funded through grants from the Massachusetts Department of Public Health Community Health Network Associations (CHNA) 15, the Northwest Suburban Health Alliance, and Lahey Hospital in Burlington, MA.

Minuteman Senior Services also collaborated with the MetroWest Foundation offering a free education series: “Still Parenting” for seniors caring for mentally ill adult children. 

Intellectual Disabilities and Developmental Disabilities:

MetroWest ADRC
Many of the ADRC- Aging Service Access Point (ASAP) members participate in the Elder Nutrition Program, providing meals to homebound consumers in their catchment areas.  ASAPs contract with local ID/DD organizations to facilitate delivery, providing employment to ID/DD individuals and simultaneously addressing a number of challenges faced by seniors, including poor diets and loneliness.  BayPath Elder Services (member of the MetroWest ADRC) was awarded Employee of the Year (2013) for their efforts in employing individuals with ID/DD.

Berkshire ADRC
Berkshire ADRC member AdLib Independent Living Center (ILC) collaborates with Berkshire Community College providing resources and supports for students with ID/DD challenges.
	





